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From the Editor

Bring discipline in transport sector

It is really horrifying to see Road Transport and Bridges
Minister Obaidul Quader saying that the country's
transport owners and workers are most influential (in
the state machinery) and his ministry had to change a
decision on " illegal sitting bus service" bowing down
to them. Finally, the transport operators have won the
battle on the issue of continuing the illegal sitting
service in public bus operation.

The Road Transport and Bridges Ministry kept its
decision suspended for 15 days. But is the state only
held hostage to private sector bus operators? Possibly,
the answer is 'no'. There is a public sector transport
service-Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation
(BRTC) which was established in 1961 and after
Independence, it assumed the current name. But in its
long history, in most of the times, people did not get
desired services from the state-owned body although it
is run by taxpayers' money. In the latest example, when
the private operators kept almost half of their vehicles
off the road to put pressure on the government to
change its decision on cancelling sitting service, the
government did not get required support from the
BRTC. No extra buses from the BRTC fleet took to the
street to rescue the government or to help ease people's
plight. On the contrary, every year, BRTC imports
buses using Indian credits.

But within few years, the new buses disappear even
much before the expiry of economic life of those
imported buses and again new move is taken to import
more buses. Moreover, the operation loss of BRTC has
been increasing day by day because of its failure in
business. So, what is the justification of keeping alive
the BRTC service if it fails to provide service?

But interestingly, possibly, the reason is political to
continue funding the ailing state-owned enterprise. At
least, if BRTC is alive, Indian credit could be utilised to
boost Indian transport industry's business in
Bangladesh. But time has come to rethink about the
matter. The government has to strongly deal with the
transport sector. We're not against BRTC or Indian
credit or Indian transport industry's business in
Bangladesh. Our expectation is very simple. We want a
discipled transport sector where people will get the
optimum service.

MR

(Sikder Md Sadrul Hasan)
s69hasan(@yahoo.com
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