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® Move To Form Financial Stability Council
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BUSINESS OUTLOOK

From the Editor

Pragmatic projects must to ease
Dhatka's problems

Possibly, the Dhaka dwellers saw the worst face of their
beloved city this year when the whole metropolis went
under more than knee-deep water after a less than an
hour of downpour. Every time there was a moderate
shower. Almost all vehicles got stuck, people became
stranded, andschool-going boys and girls had to wait for
hours either on their school premises or way home.
There is no need to explain why such a grim situation
the capital is facing. The answer is simple-there is no
perfect plan for the capital although all the influential
people are living here. There are a number of authorities
for different tasks-Rajuk, DSCC, DNCC, WASA, PDB,
DESCO, DPDC, LGRD, DMP and so on. But in odd
situations, no one wants to shoulder their respective
responsibilities. Rather, each engages in a blame game.

There is no coordination among their activities. If one
flyover project is implemented by DSCC, then another
one is by LGRD, the third one is being built by Rajuk
and the fourth one is by Bridge Authority. Because, no
one wants to leave its share of "profit" or benefits.
Neverever, the people's views are incorporated in the
project-undertaking process. Rather, in most of the
cases, their benefits are ignored and those of other
vested interest groups get priority. So, when a project
idea is conceived by the government allegedly at the
influence of contractors or donor agencies, there is an
ill-competition among them as which one will catch it.

There is hardly any space for thinking of the benefits of
masses. Donor agencies take the advantages. They do
marketing of projects like a vendor to the top level of the
government and also in the administrative. Dhaka city's
current unmanaged situation is the outcome of it. At the
advice of the World Bank and of course with its finance,
WASA implemented the storm sewerage project by
filling up the natural canals to drain out the rain and
sewerage water.

Now, they say the project idea was wrong, but nobody
wants to take the responsibility of wrongdoing. This is
the dilemma of our development project execution.
None-from the top politicians to small bureaucrats,
engineers, planners-are out of the predicament. But this
cannot continue for an unlimited time. Now time has
come for a change-change in the mindset, change in the
practice and change in the process.

Again the World Bank and some other donor agencies
are active to hawk their projects for Dhaka city. The
government has to carefully deal with matter.

Rz

(Sikder Md Sadrul Hasan)
s69hasan(@yahoo.com
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